
   

 

“THE MAIN THING IS TO  

KEEP THE MAIN THING, THE MAIN THING.” 
 

I first heard that phrase years ago from the Rev. Dr. Andrew Jumper, and it has 
always stuck with me.  Comfort Foundation’s main thing is to equip orphans and 
underprivileged children in northern Russia to lead spiritually, physically and 
emotionally healthy lives. The main thing is for them to know that God loves 
them and has not abandoned them. It has been tempting in the last several months 
to engage in politics as the battles between two countries swirl. Sometimes I am 
overwhelmed by what I read or see on TV and online. War is ugly. And, yet, our 
staff in Vologda and Cherepovets and our Comfort Foundation Board members 
have agreed to stick to our main thing. This year we added two new orphanages in 
a nearby community. Thank you for your prayers and your financial support 
which provide opportunities for our staff to share God’s love in tangible and 
practical ways with Russian orphans, underprivileged children and young adults.  

 
Sherri Holzhausen 

President of the Board of Comfort Foundation, USA 

AUGUST 2014AUGUST 2014AUGUST 2014AUGUST 2014        COMFORT FOUNDATIONCOMFORT FOUNDATIONCOMFORT FOUNDATIONCOMFORT FOUNDATION    
 

...spiritually and emotionally supports orphans and underprivileged 

children in the Vologda Oblast of northern Russia.    

www.ComfortFoundation.orgwww.ComfortFoundation.orgwww.ComfortFoundation.orgwww.ComfortFoundation.org    

If you live in the St. Louis area and would like to learn more about the 
ministry of Comfort Foundation — or if you would like to celebrate this 
past year of ministry with us — please join us for a Comfort Foundation 

Friends Gathering on October 3 at 7 PM at Bonhomme Church, 
14820 Conway Road, Chesterfield, MO  63017. 
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KEEPING THE MAIN THING THE MAIN THING 

AT OUR NEW MINISTRY CENTER IN NEW CORNERS!! 
 
We have purchased an apartment in New Corners/Cherepovets that will 

be converted into the New Corners Ministry Center. We currently have 38-42 
children and teens who visit our ministry. For the past few years, Comfort 
Foundation part-time staffer Tanya provided her own apartment as a meeting 
place for these children, sacrificing her own comfort and rarely getting a 

break. We are grateful to Tanya for the use of her 
apartment, and we — and Tanya — are thrilled that we have our own place!!   
The underprivileged children and teens of New Corners will now be assured 
of a safe haven where they receive love and have a chance to hear life 
lessons framed within the message of God’s provision.  This is a message 
that will change their lives and give them hope. 
Our original goal for the purchase and conversion 

expenses for this Ministry Center was $60,000.  To date, our supporters have 
donated $46,992.  The purchase price for the apartment was $39,120.  We 
anticipate spending another $10-15,000 to furnish the apartment and to 
perform necessary upgrades.  Might you be able to help us cover these 
costs?  If so, label your mailed or online donation for the Cherepovets 
Center. 

KEEPING THE MAIN THING THE MAIN THING 

WITH REGARD TO OUR FINANCES 
 

Comfort Foundation is 100% donor-supported and is an all-volunteer organization in the States, which 

means that about 95% of donations go directly to the ministry in Russia.  Our annual budget includes 
salaries for 10 Russian staff, ministry expenses, building maintenance in both Vologda and Cherepovets, 
and transportation expenses.  As of 7/31/14, this year’s annual revenue is $180,516 (which includes 

numerous one-time memorial donations) and our expenses are $143,772. We are so thankful for your 
generous support and are excited about going forward!   

 
We need your ongoing help to continue providing for this ministry.  Here are some ways that you can help: 
♦ Send your tax-deductible contributions to Comfort Foundation, P.O. Box 220261, St. Louis, MO  

63122 or visit our website to donate online (where options include credit/debit card giving, EFT and 

regularly-scheduled recurring gifts). 

♦ Make stock donations through Edward Jones (josh.wright@edwardjones.com). 
♦ Check with your employer about a matching gift program.  We are a recognized recipient in the matching 

gift programs at U.S. Bancorp, Monsanto, GE and Microsoft.  If your employer has such a program, 
maybe your gift to Comfort Foundation could be matched. 

We give thanks for these special gifts: 
~ In memory of Suzy Gaeddert and Lyle Ames ~ 

~ In honor of Ron & Janelle Bennett’s 40th Anniversary ~ 

~ Jeanne Hickey Memorial Fund ~ 
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KEEPING THE MAIN THING THE MAIN THING 

THROUGH OUR SUMMER CAMPS 
 

Our Vologda staff held camps for children and teens from Orphanage 5 and the Kadnikov 
Orphanage, for foster children and teens, and for young adults with disabilities. Over 75 
participants enjoyed activities focused on ways to keep spiritually healthy by guarding their 
eyes, ears and mouth. 

 
Just a couple weeks after closing on the apartment in New Corners, a team of 10 from Grace 

Bible Fellowship Church (Wallingford, PA) came for camp. Over 40 participants enjoyed 
games, crafts, and lessons that focused on the theme of “friendship.” 

 

It was rainy and cold for much of the week, so it was fantastic to be able to use the new 
space. The Grace team brought 10 suitcases full (nearly 500 pounds!) of clothes, games, 
equipment, snacks, and craft supplies that completely filled the hallway closets. What a 
blessing! 
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Comfort Foundation Board Members:         Participating Churches: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Partnering Mission Agency:              Comfort Foundation Contact Information: 

WWW.COMFORTFOUNDATION.ORG 

Diane Carter (WA) — chsn1z@roadrunner.com  
Bob Evans (PA) — evansbcm@verizon.net 
Pat Grace (MO) — grace1pat@sbcglobal.net 
Sherri Holzhausen (MO) — sherri@comfortfoundation.org 
Chris Kostow (DE) — ctinamk@gmail.com 
Jean Lee (DE) — djeanmlee@gmail.com 
John Roach (PA) — johnroach5@comcast.net 
Paul Schroeder (MO) — pschroe2@swbell.net 
Kristine Weck (IL) — kristine.bishop@gmail.com 

Bethel Baptist (Wilmington, DE) 

Bonhomme Presbyterian (St. Louis, MO) 

Central Presbyterian (St. Louis, MO) 

Community Covenant Church (St. Louis, MO) 

Grace Bible Fellowship (Wallingford, PA) 

Greentree Community (St. Louis, MO) 

International Community Church of Surrey (London) 

Sycamore Presbyterian (Cincinnati, OH) 

BCM International, Inc. 
201 Granite Run Drive, Suite 260 
Lancaster, PA  17601 
www.bcmintl.org 

Comfort Foundation 
P.O. Box 220261 
St. Louis, MO  63122 

314-221-9464 

Sherri Holzhausen, Board President 
sherri@comfortfoundation.org 

KEEPING THE MAIN THING THE MAIN THINGKEEPING THE MAIN THING THE MAIN THINGKEEPING THE MAIN THING THE MAIN THINGKEEPING THE MAIN THING THE MAIN THING    

THROUGH MINISTRY TO YOUNG MOMSTHROUGH MINISTRY TO YOUNG MOMSTHROUGH MINISTRY TO YOUNG MOMSTHROUGH MINISTRY TO YOUNG MOMS    

We first met Oksana in Orphanage 1 ten years ago when she and several other children were moved 
there from an orphanage that closed in a smaller town about 25 miles away. They arrived at 
Orphanage 1 on the first day of our camp that summer, and they quickly became involved in the 
activities of the week. They also quickly found places in the hearts of our camp staff! Oksana 
continued to actively participate in year-round programs and enthusiastically embraced our staff and 
our teams who visited. Oksana is now happily married and often visits our Comfort Foundation staff 
with her son, as do many other young moms. At Comfort Foundation, they find friendship, advice, 
practical help, and grandparents for their children. 

                                                    Oksana (middle) during Zach & Barry Gaeddert’s  
       Oksana in 2004                                            visit earlier this year     Oksana’s son with Barry 

Are you signed up to receive Comfort Foundation email updates? We recently moved our mail-Are you signed up to receive Comfort Foundation email updates? We recently moved our mail-

ing list online, where you can opt to receive newsletters electronically or update your address in-ing list online, where you can opt to receive newsletters electronically or update your address in-

formation. Signing up for email will provide many more opportunities for you to keep abreast of formation. Signing up for email will provide many more opportunities for you to keep abreast of 

what God is doing in Vologda and Cherepovets. Visit www.comfortfoundation.org and select what God is doing in Vologda and Cherepovets. Visit www.comfortfoundation.org and select 

Mailing List from the leftMailing List from the left--hand menu.hand menu.  


